The use of free tissue transfer in reconstruction following head and neck tumour resection.
Experience in the use of free vascularised tissue flaps in reconstruction following major head and neck resections for malignant disease has been described. The benefits of the use of free flaps are improved function and cosmesis with more rapid rehabilitation and reduced in-patient stay in a group of patients, many of whom had a limited life expectancy. The disadvantages of this technique are the need for special equipment and for medical and nursing staff trained and experienced in this type of work.